


 

 

(iii) The acquisition of component(s) that, if installed, would cause a significant change 
to an existing FISMA system as determined by the AO or the NOAA CIO. 

 
To clarify item (iii), above, The term “significant change” means a change that (1) would make 
any of the system’s AO(s) or the NOAA CIO determine that a new or revised ATO for a 
moderate-impact system is necessary or (2) elevates the FIPS-199 classification, e.g. moves it 
from low-impact to moderate or moderate-impact to high.   
 
I am delegating the Covered IT determination for moderate-impact acquisitions (i.e. whether the 
acquisition falls into one of the categories specified above) to the NOAA ACIO responsible for 
the moderate information system. ACIOs may further delegate the Covered IT determination to 
anyone who is currently authorized to sign the IT Compliance in Acquisition Checklist for high-
impact systems. Those making the determination should use the attached NOAA Addendum for 
Moderate Systems to the IT Compliance in Acquisition Checklist to document whether proposed 
purchases meet any of the three categories.    
 
This memorandum does not alter current NOAA policies for acceptance of risk; it does not 
authorize any decision regarding the acceptance of risk.  Any determination regarding SCR 
mitigation strategies is the responsibility of the cognizant ACIO or the NOAA CIO.  
 
Questions pertaining to the AA-15-02 should be directed to Justin Cofer, AGO Policy and 
Oversight Division (POD) at Justin.L.Cofer@noaa.gov or by telephone at (816) 823-3820.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 

Acquisition Alert 15-02, Supply Chain Risk Management for Acquiring High and 
Moderate Impact Information Systems  
 
NOAA Addendum for Moderate Systems to the IT Compliance in Acquisition Checklist  
      


